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March 22, 2018 

Lent 2018 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 The request of Almighty God that devotion to the Immaculate Heart be established in the 

world is one upon which the fate of humanity depends.  For this reason, in June of 2017, I re-

consecrated the Diocese of Steubenville to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 In order to deepen that Re-consecration, and to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Our 

Lady of Fatima, I asked our Diocese to unite in a particular way through the Diocesan Rosary 

Congress. The Diocesan Rosary Congress is primarily an effort coordinated by and through the 

laity, with the support and guidance of the clergy.  It is seven days and nights of Perpetual 

Adoration with two or more people leading the rosary every hour.  

 At my request, our lay leaders organized a Rosary Congress in three locations in the 

diocese. Extra hours for confessions were planned and special evening Masses were held 

throughout the week for our country, for the healing of our families, for our youth, and for 

religious, seminarians, and priests. We opened the week with Mass and a Marian Procession and 

held a Eucharistic procession on another evening. Our Catholic schools also took part, coming 

throughout the week to lead the rosary and pray silently. We closed the Congress with a Mass 

and a Consecration of the Family to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 It was a very beautiful, week-long celebration of the Eucharist in the presence of our 

Blessed Mother. The people of our diocese truly felt a spiritual renewal and a deepening of 

devotion to the Eucharist and to the rosary. I have given my blessing for the lay team to continue 

holding the Diocesan Rosary Congress annually and will continue to give them my full support 

and blessing.  

 I encourage my brother Bishops to consider holding a Rosary Congress in their Dioceses.  

Our lay team is primarily responsible for creating the website, www.rosarycongressusa.org, in 

which you can find information about holding your own Rosary Congress.  

 With prayerful best wishes and entrusting you to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

patroness of the Diocese of Steubenville, I am, 

     Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
     Most Reverend Jeffrey M. Monforton 

     Bishop of Steubenville 
 

http://www.rosarycongressusa.org/

