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Who does not have a family member who is suffering under the weight of serious illness, 
financial burdens or worse: painful family divisions?  Who among us does not have a close 
relative—a child or grandchild, a brother or sister—who has left the faith?  Who doesn’t 
cringe when hearing about the increasing violence, decreasing morality and the evil of 
abortion? 

My dear brothers and sisters, we are not powerless before this flood of evil, misery and sin. 
As Catholics we have been entrusted with two powerful means to bring about the changes 
we all long for.  The Lord and His Mother have won the victory on Calvary and they only 
need our cooperation to transform the invasive darkness into the dawning light of God’s 
love and presence. 

The two means we have been given to bring down a torrent of graces upon our families, 
diocese and nation are the Eucharist and the Rosary.  Remember the dream of St. John 
Bosco?  He saw the Church as a huge ship in the midst of a raging storm being anchored to 
two pillars upon which the Eucharist stood on one, and our Lady on the other. 

Last June, we as the Diocese of Steubenville took a significant leap forward into the merciful 
and loving plan that God has for us as a diocese and for each one of us individually by re-
anchoring ourselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Led by our shepherd, Bishop 
Monforton, and all those gathered with him at the Basilica in Marietta, we knelt before the 
Mother of God and reconsecrated ourselves and our diocese to her Heart. To this loving 
Mother we entrusted our hearts and homes, our parishes and communities, giving her the 
unreserved right to take us to her Son. 

Then in October, as a direct fruit of our reconsecration, we anchored ourselves to the 
Eucharist through the first annual Diocesan Rosary Congress. In Steubenville, Marietta and 
Ironton we as a diocese spent seven days in Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration praying for 
God’s grace and mercy upon our families, parishes and nation. 

And how the graces flowed!  Everyday at the beginning of every hour the powerful prayer 
of the Rosary was offered to God, led by a family, an apostolate or a ministry or prayer 
team.  Everyday there were lines for confessions.  Everyday for hours and hours our 
Humble Savior was adored by children and priests, parents and catechists, religious and lay 
faithful.  There were special Masses each day including: a healing Mass in the beginning of 
the week and a Mass for families during which each family was consecrated to the Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary.  Our hearts were re-enkindled as we embraced our faith and the awesome 
gifts of the Eucharist and the Rosary, the two powerful means given to us to change our 
lives and our world. 



And last year was just the beginning.  This fall, from October 6 to October 12, once again we 
will all have the opportunity to re-anchor ourselves and our diocese to these two great 
pillars and to ask Our Lord Jesus and His Mother Mary to bring about the changes needed 
by our families and nation, our own hearts and the whole world.   

No one has to miss out on this transformative week.  Everyone can be involved.  Whether 
you sign up to lead the Rosary with your family or ministry or join us by praying the rosary 
each day from your home. You can come to the daily Masses, participate in the processions 
or you can pass on the word to your fellow parishioners. Don’t miss out on what the Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary are doing – They want to renew our diocese, our hearts and our country.   

For the Rosary Congress nearest you contact: 

The National Diocesan Rosary Congresses at www.rosarycongressusa.org or visit: 
www.RosaryCongressUSA.org. 

 

http://www.rosarycongressusa.org/

